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RESOURCES
The following is a list of resources that will provide more in-depth information on the subjects covered in
this guide. Several of these books are out of print but may be available at a local public or university
library. Books with an * are children’s books.

GEOLOGY:
Fiero, Bill. 1986. Geology of the Great Basin. Reno: University of Nevada Press.

Harris, A. G., Tuttle, E. 1990. Geology of National Parks. Iowa: Kendall/Hunt Publishing. Fourth Edition.
p. 521-533.

McPhee, John.  1981.  Basin and Range.  New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

Prinz, M., G. Harlow, and J. Peters.  1978.  Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Rocks and Minerals.  New
York: Simon and Schuster.

Snyder, C.T., G. Hardman, and F.F. Zdenek.  1964.  Pleistocene Lakes in the Great Basin (map).  USGS
Miscellaneous Geologic Investigations Map I-416.

Stewart, J. H.  1980.  Geology of Nevada: a discussion to accompany the geologic map of Nevada.
Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology Special Publication 4.

Stokes, W.L.  1986.  Geology of Utah.  Salt Lake City: Utah Museum of Natural History and Utah
Geological and Mineral Survey.

Tarbuck, Edward., Lutgens, Frederick. 1990. The Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology. Illinois:
Merrill Publishing Company. Third Edition.

CAVES:
*Cole, Joanna.  1987.  The Magic School Bus Inside the Earth.  Scholastic Inc.

Forti, Paolo and Hill, Carol.  1986.  Cave Minerals of the World.  Albuquerque, NM: National Speleologi-
cal Society.

Gunzi, Christianne.  Cave life.

Hill, Carol. 1976.  Cave Minerals.  National Speleological Society.

Jackson, Donald Dale.  1982.  Underground Worlds (Planet Earth).  Time Life Books.

McClurg, David R.  1986.  Adventures of Caving.  D&J Press.

Moore, George and Sullivan, G. Nicholas.  1978.  Speleology, the Study of Caves. Cave Books.

*Naden, C.J.  1979.  I Can Read About Caves. Troll Associates.

Schmidt, Jeremy.  1987.  Lehman Caves. Great Basin Natural History Association.

BATS
Barbour, Roger and Davis, Wayne.  1969.  Bats of America. University of Kentucky.

*Cooper, Ann.  1994.  Wonder Series: Bats.  Robert Rinehart Publishing.

Fenton, M. Brock.  1983.  Just Bats.  University of Toronto.
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BATS (CONTINUED)
Green, Carl R. and Sanford, William R.  1986.  The Little Brown Bat.  Crestwood House.

Hill, Houn and Smith, James.  1984.  Bats: A Natural History. University of Texas.

Hopf, Alice L.  1986.  Bats.  Dodd, Mead.

Jarrell, Randall.  1963.  The Bat Poet.  Macmillan.

Johnson, Sylvia A.  1985.  Bats. Lerner.

Kaufman, John.  1972.  Bats in the Dark. Cowell.

Lauber, Patricia.  1968.  Bats, Wings in the Night. Random House.

Laycock, George.  1981.  Bats in the Night. Four Wings.

Leen, Nina.  1976.  The Bat. Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

Milton, Joyce.  Bats: Creatures of the Night.  Putnam.

Schlein, Miriam.  1982.  Billions of Bats. Lipp.

Tuttle, Merlin D.  1988.  America’s Neighborhood Bats: Understanding and Learning to Live in Harmony
With Them.  University of Texas.

Tuttle, Merlin D.  Bat House Builders Handbook  University of Texas.

Wildlife Education Limited.  1989.  Zoobooks, Bats. Frye and Smith.

Ranger Rick’s Nature Scope, Amazing Mammals. 1986.  National Wildlife Federation.

Educators Activity Book About Bats. 1991.  Bat Conservation International.

CLIMATE PAST AND PRESENT:
Cobourn, John.  1982.  Protecting Our Water Resources.  Reno, NV: University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension.

Keen, Richard.  1987.  Skywatch.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum Press.

*Rauzon, Mark and C.O. Bix.  1994.  Water, Water, Everywhere.  San Francisco: Sierra Club Books for
Children.

Reisner, Marc.  1987.  Cadillac Desert.  New York: Penguin books.

State of Nevada.  1992.  Nevada Water Facts.  Carson City, NV: State of Nevada, Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, Division of Water Planning.
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SAFETY:
Ganci, Dave.  1991.  The Basic Essentials of Desert Survival.  Merrillville, IN.: ICS Books, Inc..

Lehman, Charles.  1993.  Desert  Survival  Handbook.  Phoenix: Primer Publishers.

ECOLOGY, NATURAL HISTORY, AND NATURE
Alcorn, J.R.  1988.  Birds of Nevada.  Fairview Publishing.

Arno, Stephen F.  Timberline: Mountain and Arctic Forest Frontiers.  1984.  Seattle, WA: The Mountain-
eers.  304 pp.

*Carlson, Laurie.  Kids Camp! Activities for Backyard or Wilderness.  1995.  Chicago: Chicago Review
Press.

Cronquist, A.; Holmgren, A.H.; Holmgren, N.H.; and J.L. Reveal.  Intermountain Flora: Vascular Plants of
the Intermountain West, U.S.A.  1986.  Bronx, NY:  The New York Botanical Garden.  270 pp.

Ehrlich, P.R.; Dobkin, D.S.; and D. Wheye.  1988.  The Birder’s Handbook: A Field Guide to the Natural
History of North American Birds.

Elston, F.  Raven song: A Natural and Fabulous History of Ravens and Crows.  1991.

Dunning, J.  Secrets of the Nest: The Family Life of North American Birds.  1994.

Harper,  K.T.;  St. Clair, L.L.; Thorne, K.H.; and W.M. Hess.  1994.  Natural History of the Colorado
Plateau and Great Basin.  Niwot, CO: University Press of Colorado.

*Holley, Dennis.  Animal’s Alive!  An Ecological Guide to Animal Activities.  1994.  Roberts Rinehart
Publishing.

Lanner, R.M.  The Pinyon Pine - A Natural and Cultural History.  1981.  Reno, NV:  University of Nevada
Press. 208 pp.

Lanner, R.M.  Trees of the Great Basin: A Natural History. 1983.  Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press.
215 pp.

*Lingelbach, Jenepher.  Hands On Nature.  1986.  Vermont Institute of Natural Science.

*Milord, Susan.  The Kids’ Nature Book1996.  Williamson Publishing Company.

Mozingo, Hugh.  Shrubs of the Great Basin.  University of Nevada.

Osmond, C.B.; Pitelka, L.F.; and G.M. Hidy, eds.  Plant Biology of the Basin and Range.  1990.  New
York, NY:  Springer-Verlag.  375pp.

Rogers, G.F.  Then and Now: A Photographic History of Vegetation Change in the Central Great Basin
Desert.  1982.  Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah Press.  152 pp.

Ryser, F.A.  Birds of the Great Basin.  1985.  Reno: University of Nevada Press..

*Samson, Suzanne.  Tumblebugs and Hairy Bears: Exploring Insects with Children.  1996.  Robert
Rinehart Publishing.
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Schulman, E.  1958. Bristlecone Pine, Oldest Living Thing.  National Geographic  63:355-372.

*Shedd, Warren.  The Kids’ Wildlife Book 1994.  Williamson Publishing Company.

Sigler, W.F. and J.W. Sigler. 1987.  Fishes of the Great Basin.  1987.

Stokes, D. and L. Stokes.  Stokes Nature Guides:  A Guide to Bird Behavior.

Trimble, Stephen.  Sagebrush Ocean:  A Natural History of the Great Basin.  University of Nevada.

*Usborne 1994. Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Natural World.    Education Development Company.

AMERICAN INDIANS
Balls, E.K.  Early uses of California plants.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press; 1962.

Brady, Leah; Dale, Debra; Dunn, Yvonne; Emm, Maxine; and Bernice Servilican.  1992.
Celebrating Nevada Indians Curriculum Guide.  Native American Education Association, 11165 Silver
Lane, Silver Springs, NV.

*Carlson, Laurie.  More Than Moccasins: A Kid’s Activity Guide to Traditional North American Indian
Life.  1994.  Chicago:  Review Press.

*Caduto, M.J. and J. Bruchac.  Keepers of the Animals.  1991.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum Press.

*Caduto, Michael J. and Joseph Bruchac.  1989.  Keepers of the Earth: Native American Stories and
Environmental Activities for Children.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum, Inc.

*Caduto, M.J. and J. Bruchac.  1994.  Keepers of Life.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum Press.

*Caduto, M.J. and J. Bruchac.  1991.  Native American Stories.  Golden, CO: Fulcrum Publishing.

Dangberg, G.M.  1968.  Washo Tales.  Carson City, NV:  Nevada State Museum.

D’Azevedo, W.L., ed.  1986.  Great Basin: Volume 11 of the Handbook of North American Indians.
Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution.

Haglund, E. A.  The Washoe, Paiute, and Shoshone Indians of Nevada.  1961.  Carson City, NV: State
of Nevada Department of Education.

Hurst, Winston B., and Joe Pachak. 1989.  Spirit Windows: Native American Rock Art of Southeast-
ern Utah.  Edge of the Cedars Museum.  Blanding, UT.

Madsen, D.B.  Exploring the Fremont.  1989.  Salt Lake City, UT: Utah Museum of Natural History.

Martineau, LaVan.  1992.  The Southern Paiutes: Legends, Lore, Language, and Lineage.  Las Vegas,
NV:  KC Publications.

Reed, F.  Uses of Native Plants by Nevada Indians.  1971.  Carson City, NV: State of Nevada Depart-
ment of Education.
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GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK
Lambert, Darwin. 1991. Great Basin Drama: Niwot, CO, Roberts and Great Basin Natural History
Association.

Nicklas, Michael. Great Basin, the Story Behind the Scenery. Las Vegas, NV, KC Publications

Unrau, Harlan D. 1990. A History of Great Basin National Park. National Park Service.

Schmidt, Jeremy. 1987. Lehman Caves Great Basin Natural History Association

GREAT BASIN ASSOCIATION:
The Great Basin Association is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to support the interpre-
tive, educational, cultural, and research activities of Great Basin National Park and the Great Basin
physiographic region. The Association produces and sells interpretive and educational materials and
presents programs relating to the Great Basin. The Association provides funds for the park’s  newspa-
per and Junior Ranger program.  Funds are generated through membership revenues, donations, and
bookstore sales.

Please consider becoming a member of the Great Basin Association. Members receive a 15% dis-
count on all purchases from the bookstore, located in the park’s Visitor Center. Most national park
cooperating associations will honor your Great Basin Association membership card for a similar
bookstore discount.

Great Basin Association
Baker, Nevada 89311
(775) 234-7270
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GLOSSARY
ADAPTATION:
A behavior, physical feature, or other characteristic that helps a living creature survive and make the most
of its habitat.

ALLUVIAL FAN:
A fan shaped deposit formed where streams issue from the mountains onto the lowland.

ALPINE:
The biogeographic zone including the elevated slopes above treeline.

ATLATL:
A throwing device, from the Aztec word meaning “spear thrower”.

BAROMETER:
An instrument for measuring atmospheric pressure.

BASIN AND RANGE:
Topography characterized by isolated, nearly parallel (north-south) mountain ranges with intervening
valleys or basins. Basin and range includes Nevada, the southern parts of Oregon and Idaho, parts of Utah,
California, Arizona, New Mexico and northern Mexico.

BIOLOGICAL COMMUNITY:
All of the living things, both plants and animals, living in a particular environment, together fulfilling their
individual needs.

BLOCK FAULTING:
A type of normal or gravity faulting in which the Earth’s crust is separated into blocks of different orienta-
tions and elevations.

CARNIVORE:
 An animal that eats meat. Gopher snakes, mountain lions, and golden eagles are examples of carni-
vores that live in the Great Basin.

CLIMATE:
The historical record of average daily and seasonal weather events.

CLOUD:
A visible body of fine droplets of water. A cloud may exist up to several miles above the earth’s surface.

CONDENSATION:
The process by which water changes from a vapor state to a liquid or solid state. Water vapor stored in
clouds condenses to form rain.

CROSS-DATING:
A method of comparing tree rings of different trees to determine the life-span and time of life of the trees.

DENDROCHRONOLOGY:
Determining the age of a tree by counting its rings; the study of variations in past climates by comparing
tree rings.

DESERT:
An arid, barren land, generally receiving less than 9 inches of precipitation per year. Cold deserts (such
as the Great Basin) receive most of their precipitation as snow.
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GLOSSARY
ENVIRONMENT:
The combination of external or extrinsic physical (or social) conditions affecting and influencing the
growth and development of organisms.

EROSION:
The wearing away of any part of the Earth’s surface by natural agents such as water, wind and gravity.

ECOSYSTEM:
The interaction of the biological community (all living things) and the physical environment (water, air,
minerals, and soil).

ENDANGERED SPECIES:
A species of plant or animal in danger of extinction throughout a significant portion of its range.

ENDEMIC:
Belonging exclusively or confined to one place.

ETHNOBOTANY:
The uses of plants by a race or people.

EVAPORATION:
The process by which water changes to vapor.

EXOTIC SPECIES:
Not native, something that did not exist in the area before human beings brought it from another place.

EXTINCT SPECIES:
A species which has vanished from existence.

FAULT:
A fracture or fracture zone in the Earth’s crust along which there has been movement of the sides relative to
each other.

GLACIER:
A large block of ice moving slowly down a slop or valley. A glacier can also spread outward on a land
surface or if melting exceeds snowfall, the glacier retreats up a valley or land surface.

GREAT  BASIN:
The geographical and hydrological region comprised of most of Nevada, southern Oregon and Idaho,
western Utah, and a little of eastern California. This region is characterized by internal drainage; the
surface water sources evaporate or percolate before they can flow to the ocean.

HABITAT:
The place where a plant or animal lives; an organism’s home. This place provides food, water, shelter and
space.

HERBIVORE:
 An animal that eats only plant materials. Mule deer, kangaroo rats, and pinyon jays are examples of
herbivores that live in the Great Basin.

HUMIDITY:
The amount of water vapor in the atmosphere.

IGNEOUS ROCK:
Rock formed by the crystallization of molten magma.
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INVERSION:
Contrary to the normal situation, temperatures increase with elevation.

MAGMA:
Naturally occurring molten rock containing water and gases, found below the Earth’s surface.

METAMORPHIC ROCK:
Rock changed by great temperature, pressure, stress, and/or chemical changes, usually at depth in the
crust from preexisting rocks (either igneous or sedimentary).

METEOROLOGY:
The study of the atmosphere and its interactions and processes.

MESIC:
Requiring a moderate amount of moisture.

NATIVE SPECIES:
A plant or animal that evolved or was transported to an area through natural means.

OMNIVORE:
An animal that eats a wide range of foods, both plants and animals. Humans are examples of omnivores
that live in the Great Basin.

MANO:
A stone used for grinding food by hand.

METATE:
A stone with an indented upper surface for grinding food.

PETROGLYPH:
A picture or design that is carved, picked, or etched into a rock surface.

PLAYA:
The flat floored bottom of an undrained desert basin that becomes, at times, a shallow lake.

PICTOGRAPH:
A picture or design painted on a rock surface.

POLLUTION:
Environmental contamination with man-made waste.

PRECIPITATION:
Water received on earth directly from the clouds as rain, hail, sleet or snow.

PREDATOR:
Any animal which hunts live animals for its food.

PREY:
An animal taken by a predator as food.

RIPARIAN:
Relating to, or living on the bank of a natural watercourse, such as a stream.

ROCK GLACIER:
A mass of year round ice covered by rocks that exhibits past or present movement or flow.

GLOSSARY
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SEDIMENTARY ROCK:
Rocks deposited in layers through the action of water or wind.

TECTONIC PLATE:
One of the geological structures making up the Earth’s crust, related to the deformation of the crust by
faulting and folding.

THREATENED SPECIES:
A species present in its range but in danger because of a decline in its numbers and/or population.

TREELINE (OR TIMBERLINE):
The upper or lower elevational limit of arboreal growth.

WEATHER:
The state or condition of the atmosphere at any particular time or place.

WIND DIRECTION:
The direction from which the wind is moving.

GLOSSARY
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